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represented and indeed personated Jupiter, the great god
of the oak, the sky, and the thunder, and in that character
made rain, thunder, and lightning for the good of his sub-
jects, like many more kings of the weather in other parts of
the world. Further, he not only mimicked the oak-god by
wearing an oak wreath and other insignia of divinity, but he
was married to an oak-nymph Egeria, who appears to have
been merely a local form of Diana in her character of a
goddess of woods, of waters, and of childbirth. Moreover, he
was descended from the oak, since he was born of a virgin
who conceived by contact with a fire of sacred oak-wood.
Hence he had to guard the ancestral fire and keep it con-
stantly burning, inasmuch as on its maintenance depended
the continuance of the royal family. Only on certain stated But the fiw
occasions was it lawful and even necessary to extinguish the
old fire in order to revive it in a purer and more vigorous tin

form by the friction of the sacred wood.    This was done rekindled
once a year on the first of March,1 and we may conjecture on certain
that it was also done by the new king on his accession to p^hapTon
power ;   for,  as  we  have  seen, it has  been  customary in tlie,def?h
various places to extinguish the king's  fire at  his death.2
Among the ancient Persians the perpetual sacred fire was
put out on the death of a king and remained unlit until
after his funeral.8    It is a common practice to extinguish
the   fire in   any house  where a  death   has   taken   place,4

1  See above, p. 186 note I.                  in Journal of the Antkrop. Institute^

2  Above, pp. 261-263.                          xxxii.  (1902) p. 462).     In Armenia

3  Diodorus Siculus, xvii. 114.               it   is   made  by flint  and  steel   (M.

4  Thus in some African tribes the     Abeghian, Der armenische Volksglaube^
household fire is put out after a death,      p.   71).     In   Argos  fire  was   extin-
and afterwards relit by the friction of     guished after a death, and fresh fire
sticks (Sir H.  H.  Johnston, British     obtained from a neighbour (Plutarch,
Central Africa^ p. 439 ; L. Concradt,      Quaest.   Grace.   24).      In  the  High-
" Die    Ngumbu    in    Siidkamerun,"      lands of Scotland all fires were put out
Globust   Ixxxl  (1902)  p.   352).     In     in a house where there was a corpse
Laos the fire on the hearth is extin-      (Pennant's "Tour in Scotland," in Pin-
guished after a death and the ashes are     kerton's Voyages and Travels^ iii. 49).
scattered ;   afterwards  a  new fire  is     Amongst the Bogos of East Africa no
obtained from a neighbour (Tournier,      fire may be lit in a house after a death
Notice sur le Laos franfais, p.  68).      until the body has been carried out
A custom of the same sort is observed      (W. Munzinger, Sitten und Recfit der
in Burma, but there the new fire must     Bogos > p. 67).    In the Pelew Islands,
be bought (C J. F. S. Forbes, British     when a death has taken place, fire is
Burma> p. 94).    Among the Miris of     transferred from the house to a shed
Assam the new fire is made by the     erected beside it (J. S. Kubary, "Die
widow or widower (W.  H.  Furness,      Todtenbestattung    auf    den    Pelau-